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^njELUBom^a^^^ 

ln te . Patent Application of Edward T- Buford, 111 C EN^F/5fclW 
ln Group Art Unit: SEP 1 8 1— 

Serial No: 09/912,692 

Examiner: R. tmn 

Filed: 7/26/2001 

• • ^ of Patent and Trademarks 
Commissioner of 1 ««JJ au 

Washington, D.C 2032) 

II,, | | , f TO OFFf trnoW MAU^_ 

^^^^^-^ 2007 the co— ion dated 

August 28, 2007 and the notice ot noncompliance 

above-identified patent application. « 17 and 19 for 

b th. * ,4, ,007 OKicc Action, *■ 1— *- *"» " "* . 

, . , w Wifically the rejection was based upon the assertion that 
had previously allowed these claims. Speuficaliy, me j 

the referenced claims were unpatentab.e over Stewart 2.876.477 which .caches a brush having a 

groove o, flute along its ***** «*. - * " *— ^ " ^ " k 

MM by applicant in h,s invention. The Examiner suppor* his rejection by referent to 

Figs. 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 of Stewart. 

Applicant begs to differ with the Examiner's rationale for Ore rejection. In particular. 
Applicant asserts that the groove of his invention is dissimilar to the physical characteristics of 
Stewart, further, Stewart does no. ciaim the factional atiribn.es of Applicant's groove with 
respect .0 hi* invention. Stewart does not make any reference in his specification or claims to 
results achieved from the structural elements of the invention. Essentially, Stewart demonstrates 
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a KC WC for " * Thc e£fect , « «- • * 

f hristles are adjacent io cleaning 

„ m have on cfcamns, prtoutarty 
apic . ftom h ^ a. — — - _ ^ a ^ ^ « *e 

are not merely functional. 

However, Applicant has tended * 17 and 19 as jested by the Exatntne, The 
suctions nave been adopted because they accentuate the di^ence, between Applicant's 
invention and Stewart, supra. Thus the description of the groove is such that it is clearly an 
indentation within the circumference and along thc longiUulinal axis of the bristle. 

The status identifiers to claims 17 and 19 are changed to reflect the amendments to these 
claims, in Claims 17 at line 2 and 19 at line 3, the word -said - is inserted before the words 
"substantially rigid bristles." In addition, in Claim 17 at the end of line 5 after the words "one 
groove along" and continuing on line 6 the words - and within the circumference of - have been 
added. In line 1 1 after "said groove" the words -within its circumference - are added. 

Further, Claim 19, line 2, thc phrase, "as claimed in Claim 17" is deleted and in line 7; 
the words "constant number of bristles" are deleted and the words - at least ten bristles - 
inserted in their place. On line 7, after the words "one spiral groove" the words - within the 
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itheWr a s -within***— „c 6 - 

**** , , —» - " " d 

Accordingly, Applicant r»p» 

. , xhese amendments were made with a vie 
. • o it md 19 as amended, inese am* 
reexamines claims 17 and iv, ^ 

• ♦• of the referenced claims. Applicant believes 
overcoming the Examiner's rejection of the 

a t to the claims is consistent with the Examiner's suggestion, 
am endmenttotheclauns ^ ^ ^ ^ _ 

Applicant hereby submits new claims 20 and 21 for exam 

• i „™ ve within the uniform diameter 
, i,*.!.!,)* at least one spiral groove wimm 
specifically written to include dt uwi 

encompassingthelongitudinalaxisoftbebristle. 

ln the Office Action dated August 28, 2007Applicant was advised that claims 17 and 19 
sbould be noted as "currently amended " Applet has — the Amendment to correct the 
delation of ciaims as reared. 

now included in the Amendment and all claims are listed in numerical order. 
Accordingly, the application will be amended as follows: 
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